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« Blessed 6th Sunday after Pentecost! [Pastor’'s apologies! For the past three
weeks, I've incorrectly indicated the proper liturgical calendar week! We should be
back on track from here on out.] For those interested in a disciplined Bible reading
program, the lectionary texts for this week are:

Old Testament: Genesis 25:19-34
Psalms: Psalm 119:105-112
Epistle: Romans 8:1-11

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23

% We continue our outdoor worship on Sunday, July 12th, at 10:00 a.m. We
will follow this schedule for our worship services until further notice.

« Join us for a diaper shower! We are collecting diapers of all sizes (except
“‘newborn”) and baby wipes to present to the Kohl family on Sunday, July 19,
during our worship service. Items you wish to donate may be dropped off at the
church. Contact Peggy McKinley for further information.

« The Mohican Association (which includes Owl Creek Baptist) of the ABC of
Ohio region continues to be active and connected. Throughout the course of the
pandemic, Rev. Jane Gibbons (Co-Executive Minister) has produced online
streaming events on the first Thursdays of each month. Pastor Chapman has
enjoyed attending these “virtual meetings,” where news about how churches are
coping and staying in touch with members is shared, and prayers for each other
are offered. Further proof that, though the church building may not be occupied,
the church is still the church!

% Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 30, as that is the tentative date for
our annual church picnic. The plans are to hold the event outdoors. Details for food
arrangements are being discussed. Stay tuned for further information! If you have
suggestions about this event—or other matters—your Executive Board invites you
to contact any individual member: Bonnie Kohl (Care Team), Brad Kohl (Worship
Team), Peggy McKinley (Discipleship Team), Alice Meadows (Impact Team),
Peg Carpenter (Treasurer) or Dave Chapman (Interim Pastor).

< Jerry and Mary Skeen are button-busting proud to announce the birth of their
fifth great-grandchild. Charles John Petticrew was born on June 29th, weighing in
at a healthy 7 Ibs, 1 0z. May God'’s blessing shower the newborn and family!

% Send us your news items! Phone or send an email to Bonnie Kohl or Pastor
Chapman, telling us about the news events of your lives.

- -

Our own beloved nation, as we
continue to suffer from unsustain-
able increases in the rate of COVID-
19 infections.

Praise the Lord! Martha Robey is
recuperating nicely, walking with a
walker, and enjoying a new and
larger room at The Living Center.

Praise the Lord! Jerry Skeen has
received an epidural treatment for
his chronic back problem, and
reports that it appears to have
removed all his pain.

Praise the Lord! Aileen Hiltner
continues to enjoy life back at
home, and has begun therapy
treatments at a health facility
following surgery for a broken hip.

Rev. Dr. Anthony Campolo, a re-
nowned and revered ABC-USA
professor and public speaker from
Eastern University in Philadelphia,
who suffered a stroke on June 20.

Titus Behrens, 15-month-old great-
grandson of Jim and Dorthy
Hughes, who was briefly hospital-
ized due to a pair of seizures, but
now at home.




BIBLE STUDY

TEXT: John 15:1-27 (Farewell Discourse, part 3)

This is perhaps the most familiar chapter in one of the
most treasured books of the Bible. The teaching of Jesus
recorded here by John involves a virtual catechism for the
disciples. But, it contains intellectually dense and spiritually
heavy material, an incredible amount of food for meditation.
The interpretation and application of our Lord’s teaching for
us later disciples will require some patience and care.

The first thing we should note is that there are two
qualifying statements made by Jesus in the beginning
verses that deserve further attention. These two phrases
are “true vine” (vs. 1) and “much fruit” (vs. 5). Regarding
the first, it is curious that Jesus states that he is the “true
vine” instead of simply saying that he is the “vine,” without
the adjectival qualifier. That he is the “true” [Greek =
aléthinos] vine suggests that Jesus himself acknowledges
the existence of “false” vines. This metaphor is obviously
based on viticulture (the science of growing grapes for wine
production), in which the central vine, which is planted in the
ground, provides the water and minerals necessary for the
branches to produce clusters of grapes. That Jesus is the
believer's connection to genuine and essential (i.e., “true”)
resources is simple enough to understand. His qualifier
therefore acts as a warning against the vain attempt to find
vital resources in other “vines,” which are “not true.” We can
envision a host of candidates that we human beings have
used instead of a genuine relationship with God for
sustaining our lives. People have tragically chosen careers
and ambition as well as everything from sports and
entertainment to pleasure and chemical addictions to
provide sources of meaning and purpose. There are so
many “false vines” available for the choosing. But none of
them give life. Only the “true vine” represented by Jesus
can provide “true life.”

The next phrase including a qualifier appears to be
directed toward Christians connected to the true vine. Here,
Jesus stated that the one properly connected to him would
not just “bear fruit,” but would indeed “bear much fruit” (vss.
5 & 8). Spiritual fruit-bearing has as its logical con-
sequences the glorification of God (vs. 8) and the joyous life
of the believer (vs. 11). Anyone who has seen actual
grapevines has noticed that healthy branches produce
enormous clusters of grapes, bunches so large that they
appear to weigh down the branches. Jesus extended his
metaphor by noting that unproductive branches are
“pruned” or “cleansed” [Greek = kathaird] which, according
to the well-known practices of viticulture, means that the
vine’s resources are not wasted. Further, Jesus offers the
rather frightening warning that pruned branches are
disposed of by fire. Still, the message is mostly a positive
one in which productive branches are given everything they
need as true “friends” (vs. 15) of Jesus. The lesson in this
section suggests that Christians ought never find
themselves to be complacent in their faith. Spiritual fruit-
bearing is an ongoing exercise in our discipleship. In other
words, there is always more that we can do as disciples.

Jesus completed this teaching with a series of beautiful
logical connections. It has long been my feeling that if
theological reasoning were to be made into a symphony by
the world’s finest composers, the result would not be better
than what we find in the fifteenth chapter of John’s gospel.
There is a clear, concrete, linear progression of cause and
effect, of premise and conclusion, which Jesus presented in
this discourse. It is a compact vision that connects salvation
in Jesus with the will of the Father-creator, and also ties
God’'s promises to Israel with his Messianic message.
Jesus’ choice of the “vine” metaphor struck a familiar chord,
as the image stretched back deep into Israel’s faith:

“On that day, a pleasant vineyard. Sing about it! I, the
Lord, am its keeper; every moment | water it” (Isaiah
27:2-3).

“l planted you as a choice vine from the purest stock”
(Jeremiah 2:21).

“Your mother was like a vine in your blood line...fruitful
and full of branches by abundant water” (Ezekiel 19:10).

“You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the
nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it; it
took deep root and filled the land” (Psalm 80:8-9).

The Messianic claim was clear—salvation was not a matter
of being physically rooted in Israel, but of being spiritually
rooted in Jesus. The national experiment had abundantly
failed the people, but Jesus was sent by the Father for the
purpose of reconnecting the people with God. (Note: as
explained in an earlier edition, one of John’s major themes
is that Jesus was the “sent son” of God the Father.)

Jesus did not simply leave his vine metaphor flapping in
the breeze. He wrapped it with concrete, practical directions
as to how one becomes rooted in the “true vine” in order to
bear fruit that glorifies God.

1. A Christian disciple is commanded to bear spiritual
fruit (vss. 2-3).

2. A Christian disciple bears fruit by abiding (staying,
remaining, waiting, continuing) in Jesus (vs. 4).

3. It is by keeping his commandments that one abides in
Jesus (vs. 10).

4. One keeps Jesus’ commandments through acts of
loving one another (vss. 12, 17).

5. Jesus empowered this loving behavior by first loving
his disciples (vs. 9b).

6. God initiated the dynamics of love by first loving his
only son (vs. 9a).

That is one way to break down the logical structure of
Jesus’ instructions for his original (and later) disciples. But
one could also put the teaching in cause-and-effect order:
God first loved and sent his Son, who then loved his
disciples and “cleansed them” with his word (vs. 3),
enabling them to love others, which become the faithful acts
that keep Jesus commandments, thereby allowing them to
abide in Jesus and bear spiritual fruit...the greatest of which
is love, itself. Thus, the entire chain begins and ends in
love—initiated by God the Father, embodied by Jesus the
Son, carried out through believers. The system is quite
simple to analyze. The true disciple discovers, however,
that it is much more challenging to live out.



Guest Column: “Let Freedom Ring!”

[Stan Slade, a Global Consultant for Education with ABC
Int'l Ministries, is a past missionary in Latin America. Pastor
Chapman met him in the 1980s when he was assigned to El
Salvador during that county’s brutal civil war. He now works
to train church leaders around the world and writes a regu-
lar column. With his permission, we reproduce his latest.]

Let freedom ring!

That is the last line of the first stanza of a hymn | grew up
singing, entitled “America” (aka, “My country tis of thee”). It
was written by an American Baptist seminary student,
Samuel Francis Smith. Smith later helped to lead the
mission society | serve. It was first performed at Boston’s
Park Street Church on July 4, 1831. When Smith wrote it
and the children’s choir first sang it, they believed that
America was, indeed, a “sweet land of liberty.” It was. But
not yet for everybody.

So, 152 years later, when another American Baptist pastor
chose those three words as the refrain for the closing mo-
ments of his message to a crowd of more than 200,000, he
did so precisely because it was still not yet true for every-
body. As Martin Luther King, Jr., addressed those who had
assembled for the March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom, on August 28, 1963, he issued a clarion call that
Smith’s words be made true. For everybody.

King said that he and the multitude of marchers had come
to the nation’s capital to...call upon America to make good
on the “promissory note” embodied in the Declaration of
Independence and the Constitution. That promissory note
was the proclamation that all persons had been created
equal, and had thus been equally endowed by their creator
with “unalienable rights” to, among other things, “life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.” When King spoke, over a
hundred years after the Emancipation Proclamation (and
nearly a hundred years after the ratification of the 16th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution), the legacy of
centuries spent enslaving our sisters and brothers still
weighed heavily—and very unequally—on the people of our
nation.

So, Dr. King called his listeners and the nation to “let free-
dom ring” in ways that it still did not. And does not...yet!
The light of freedom shines brighter now, the sound of
freedom rings louder now, than in 1776, 1831, 1866 or
1963. But no, we are not “there” yet.

The long, slow process of learning to fully “let freedom
ring” continues. And, it is a process that is not only long and
slow, but hard. As Nelson Mandela said in the midst of a
parallel struggle (using the words of Jawaharlal Nehru from
yet another struggle), there is “no easy walk to freedom,
anywhere.” The first half of 2020 has made it clear that in
the USA, the walk must continue. Statistics on mass incar-
ceration, on deaths at the hands of law enforcement
officers, and on diagnoses and deaths related to COVID-19
provide an enormous exclamation point, as millions of
Americans rise up to call for “liberty and justice for all.”

Today, July 4, 2020, there is much to celebrate. And there
is much to correct. There is much for which to give thanks.
And much for which to give the offering of ourselves and our
best efforts. It is always a temptation, especially on the part
of those least affected by a struggle, to declare victory too

soon. It is a temptation, especially among those who have
already begun to taste the maturing fruit of promises, to
claim that fulfillment has come, the struggle is over, the
journey complete. But we are still very much on the way.

The path between the ancient Hebrew Scripture, “proclaim
liberty throughout the land” (Leviticus 25:10) and the July
1776 ringing of the bell on which that proclamation is
inscribed is exceedingly long, complex and uneven. The
United States of America is not ancient Israel. Nor is it the
Kingdom of God.

And yet, with all the appropriate caveats and disclaimers, |
think...

¢ the Lord who called an elderly and sterile couple to
become a people...

¢ the Lord who called that people to freedom when they
were enslaved...

¢ the Lord who called that people to be a model of right-
eous living, a special demonstration plot among the
fields of humanity...

¢ the Lord who taught his followers to pray that God’s
way would become embodied on earth as in heaven...

...That same Lord calls followers of Jesus in the U.S.
today to seek the shalom of this place. Not for a few. Not for
the many. But for everybody. Let freedom ring! May the
Lord cause your life to resonate—to ring!'—with the freedom
of Jesus, who came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life to rescue humanity.

Stan
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World Mission Conference
*20/20 Vision in 2020"

The World Mission Conference is coming to you through
five 30 minute Live Stream events on July 14, 16, 21, 23 &
28 from 6:00 — 6:30 pm Eastern time each evening. Join us
for life-changing storytelling and the latest news and
testimonies from IM’s global servants, who will help you see
with 20/20 vision that God’s mission is alive and well around
the world. Registration is free, but you need to sign up so
that we can email you the link to access the Live Streams.
The link will be sent on Monday, July 13th.

Tuesday, July 14 — Health & Wellness

Thursday, July 16 — Abolition of Trafficking in Persons &
Global Slavery and Mission from Everywhere to Everyone

Tuesday, July 21 — Abolition of Trafficking in Persons &
Global Slavery, Education and Evangelism

Thursday, July 23 — Theological Education and Health &
Wellness

Tuesday, July 28 — Economic Development, Mission from
Everywhere to Everyone and Short Term Mission
Engagement

Sign up online at:

https://www.internationalministries.org/world-mission-
conference/
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