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% Happy first Sunday of Eastertide! While American Baptists do not typically
adhere to the liturgical calendar (followed by some Christian traditions), the church
at large has an ongoing awareness that Easter has a powerful lingering effect. We
can certainly understand how the impact of the very first Easter was felt long after
that earth-shattering day when Jesus rose from the grave. The liturgical calendar
recognizes and even celebrates this historical reality by designating the seven
Sundays following Easter Sunday as the “season of Easter.” So, there are seven
Sundays of Lent (including Easter Sunday), followed by seven Sundays of Easter,
concluding with Pentecost Sunday (commemorating the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit). But for now, we are—as the corporate body of Christ—still basking in the
afterglow of the most important event in the history of the world. He is still risen!

« A statement from your Executive Board:

The Executive Board has been meeting with Zoom meetings on the internet every
two weeks as we try to organize the church in its new governance. We met
Monday, April 13th, and discussed when we could again worship together. The
decision was made during this meeting to suspend all in-person activities
indefinitely. We know that Governor DeWine has asked us to shelter in place until
at least May 1st. If he extends the sheltering we will follow his directives. The
important thing is to not rush and have a relapse of the pandemic.

Even after the stay in place order is lifted or relaxed, there may be an additional
period of time before we are able to meet again. As soon as the decision is made,
we will let you know when we are able to worship together again. Until that time, as
God's people and Christians, we are the church, whether we meet in a brick
building or not. We are the church, caring and loving and praying for others. Let
this be a time when we deepen our faith and grow spiritually. Hopefully, we will
soon meet together in celebration and thanksgiving.

The Executive Board,

Bonnie Kohl, Chairperson

David Chapman, Interim Pastor

Peg Carpenter, Executive Board Secretary and Church Treasurer
Brad Kohl, Worship Team Leader

Peggy McKinley, Discipleship Team Leader

Alice Meadows, Impact Team Leader

% Tell us your news items! Email Pastor Chapman or Bonnie Kohl with news or
prayer requests that you would like to share.
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That we can be thankful to God that
our country is beginning to see the
“apex” of the pandemic, but also
that Americans remain vigilant and
patient so that we do not too quickly
attempt to go “back to normal” and
risk a rebound of the disease.

That our medical community continue
to stay safe, and that we learn all
we can from this pandemic experi-
ence so that we are far better pre-
pared for the next disease.

For Dorthy Hughes’ nephew’s father-
in-law, Henry Jarozewski, who had
to be intubated due to a Covid-19
infection. We thank God that he has
been released from the hospital!
The family asks for continued
prayers during his therapy.

For Jerry Skeen'’s friend, Jack
Dickerson, in hospice care suffering
from cancer.

For Jerry Skeen, himself, still awaiting
the opportunity to undergo back
surgery and cataract surgery.

For the Crouch family who is grieving
the loss of their dear mother Jackie.




Sevmanettes

by Rev. David Chapman, Interim Pastor

——

SERMON: “What does the resurrection have to do with
life on earth?” (1st Sunday of Easter)
TEXT: John 28:1-15

When the word, “resurrection,” is spoken aloud, | would
venture to say that many people—if not most—assume that
the conversation is veering toward the question of life after
death. Certainly, the resurrection does have to do with the
so-called “afterlife.” Technically, it constitutes the miracle
event performed by God that bridges life in this realm with
life in the Kingdom of God. | would also venture to say that
many faithful Christians think of the resurrection as our
guarantee that a better life awaits us in that kingdom. But
shouldn’t the resurrection of Jesus be about more than a
deluxe heavenly retirement plan for believers? Does the
raising of Jesus on Easter mean anything for us here and
now, in the interim period, before the end of earthly history
and the beginning of kingdom history?

Matthew’s gospel vividly addresses such a question.
When we read about Easter Sunday morning in the first
gospel, we must be careful to appreciate all the social and
religious and even political reactions that were set in motion
by news of the resurrection. God was exercising his power
and the story is saturated with evidence of such. For God
had sent an angel whose overwhelming appearance scared
not only the two Marys, but also the Roman soldiers who
were charged with guarding the tomb (lest the body of
Jesus be “stolen”; 27:62-66). The guards then reported to
the Jewish priests what they had seen...probably including
the fact that Jesus’ body was mysteriously missing in spite
of their vigil. The Jewish priests then convened an emer-
gency session to devise a plan for damage control. That
plan included the unlawful bribing of the guards to lie about
what they witnessed in order to keep the disturbing truth
from the Roman governor, Pilate. In all this, the resurrection
of Jesus was seen to be very bad news for certain people,
so bad that they had to act dishonestly by breaking civil
criminal law as well as religious moral law. Matthew
narrates these important details. But, why did he bother to
tell us these things?

When we contrast the powers of the political and religious
authorities of that day with God’s power, we can clearly see
the opposing directions in which those powers were
headed. The Jewish priests and the Sanhedrin wanted to
crush Jesus from the beginning, to dismiss his teaching as
heresy against the law of Moses and to discount his
compassion as the work of the devil. They saw Jesus as
their competitor, not the fulfillment of everything for which
they were hoping. He was attracting the crowds, while they
had long been losing in the public opinion polls. Their power
however, had given them worldly wealth and prestige, com-
fortable lifestyles in the midst of a sea of poverty and
hopelessness.

The Gentile Romans, for their part, were the raw political
and military power of the day, par excellence. But they were
also quite paranoid about the stability of their privileged
status. Political assassination was common. They knew that

the “rabble” could become a dangerous mob at any
moment. To buttress their power, they had systematically
groomed the folk pagan religion to merge with the Imperium
such that worship of Caesar was practiced right along with
the worship of Zeus and Apollo. Yet, Pilate had been so
afraid (John 19:8) that he staggered in his interrogation of
Jesus, faltered in his application of the prisoner release
program, and was uncharacteristically indecisive on the
guestion of capital punishment.

In all their interactions with Jesus, the ruthless powers of
the world were shown for what they were. The power of
Rome was unmasked. The only power it had was to flog
and crucify. The power of the Sanhedrin was disrobed. The
only power in its possession was to stifle the life of the
people. But the power of God was revealed in all its glory!
Instead of taking away life with mortal threat, God’'s power
was expressed in giving life...Jesus was raised! Instead of
smothering life with legal contortions, God’s power was
expressed in liberating life...Jesus was vindicated! In one
swift and decisive act, performed so quietly in the pre-dawn
hours in a garden well off the beaten path, Jesus was raised
from death unto life. All it took was a whisper of a command
from the mouth of God, and all the evil powers were sent
scurrying. It's no wonder that the Romans and the Jews,
who normally hated each other’'s guts, made such strange
bedfellows in their conspiracy to cover up the resurrection.
They both believed in the power of death. Now, they had to
contend with the power of life. “| am the resurrection and the
life,” Jesus had said during his ministry (John 11:25).

So please forgive my resolute tone when | insist that we
start seeing the resurrection of Jesus for what it is. It is not
just our hope for the afterlife. It is our hope for life...right
here and right now. The resurrection changes everything on
planet earth. Nothing can be destroyed and no one can be
killed into which God cannot breathe new life. The resur-
rection of Jesus means that all the powers of death will not
have their way with us. In this, God reaches way down into
the nitty gritty where we live. The resurrection of Jesus
therefore means that no politician bought off by special
interests shall have the final say. No corrupt judge who
rules with brazen partiality shall have the final say. No
corporate official who scams the public to satisfy his greed
will have the final say. No police officer who conveniently
forgets his oath to serve and protect will have the final say.
No aggressive army that heartlessly mows down refugees
will have the final say. No drug dealer who peddles in false
dreams will have the final say. No hooded racist whose hate
is labeled “love” will have the final say. No ordained minister
who abuses his or her trust with deceitful intimacy will have
the final say. And all of this is because death does not get to
utter the last word. The last word can only be uttered by
God. And that last word begins the leading paragraph of a
never-ending story that is happily received by those who
cling to the promise of life that is in the hands of the only
Power that can give life and defeat death—God, the Father
who resurrected his son, Jesus the Messiah!

So, let us never relegate the resurrection to the end of the
story. It is really the beginning of the story. If the resur-
rection had meaning only for the end then God would have
waited till the end. But God showed us his power to bring
life from death so that we can start acting and living like it
matters. It really makes a difference, right here and now.
That is, if you truly believe in Easter...



&RLD ALLIANCE *

The people of the King work to feed the
people of the world

by Elijah Brown, General Secretary, Baptist World Alliance

Why is the feeding of the 5,000 the only miracle performed
by Jesus recorded in all four Gospels? Perhaps one reason
is because this miracle so clearly demonstrates that Jesus
is a king who provides for the real needs of the people of
the world. Scholars believe 75 percent of the people in
Israel during New Testament times could be classified as
poor peasants. In the face of grinding poverty, the provision
of food would be an overwhelming outpouring of richness
and abundance. Only a king could provide so generously.

Hunger remains a powerful force. Famine, malnourishment,
and chronic hunger continue to stalk our world. According to
the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization
(UNFAO), there are 815 million hungry people in the world
today. This includes millions of children who are always the
first victims in contexts of chronic hunger. In Jesus’
language, these hungry persons are our neighbors.

With four declared famines in 2018, more people are living
in famine today than at any other point since World War I1.
In one affected area in Nigeria a village elder stood with
tears in his eyes and begged, “Pray for us. We are surviving
by eating grass.”

We care about all people, but let us look at the impact on
our global Baptist family. Though it is not possible to know
the exact number of Baptists facing chronic malnutrition, it is
highly likely 21 million Baptists live in food-deficit countries,
and 57,000 Baptist churches face the reality of daily hunger
in their country. In other words, 45 percent of all BWA
Baptists live in these contexts.

The words of the Lord’s Prayer resonate for these 21 million
hungry Baptists, “Give us today, our daily bread.” Many
Baptists are positively and proactively providing real
response.

e Baptists in Colombia are supplying Baptists in Venezuela
with food aid and assistance.

e The Brazilian Baptist Home Mission Board recently
agreed to help resettle 5,000 fleeing Venezuelans.

e Baptists in southern Nigeria are giving to make a
difference in the affected areas of northern Nigeria.

e The Texas Baptist Hunger Offering has helped to fund
134 projects in 2018.

e Baptists in Lebanon daily facilitate food and additional
humanitarian assistance to thousands of Syrian refugees.

These are just a few examples of the many member bodies,
churches, and individuals who are striving to make a
difference. But in the face of 815 million hungry neighbors
and 21 million Baptists living in food-deficit countries, it is
imperative that we continue to collaborate together.

As followers of Jesus we are people of the king. As the only
miracle performed by Jesus recorded in all four Gospels,
the feeding of the 5,000 is a powerful challenge to us to
embrace anew the exhortation that people of the king work
to feed the people of the world.

BIBLE STUDY

TEXT: John 4:7-42 (The woman at Jacob’s well)

A thousand years of bad blood laid the groundwork for this
unexpected encounter between Jesus and an unnamed
Samaritan woman at the public well in Sychar, the site of
ancient Shechem. It all started way back with foolish King
Solomon. Around 950 BC, he actually sold some of Israel’s
northern people and lands—Ilater to become Galilee and
Samaria—to the pagan king of Tyre in exchange for
materials for his ambitious building projects in Jerusalem (1
Kings 9:10-14). Things only got worse from there. Israel
was split into northern and southern tribes after Solomon’s
death (1 Kings 12:1-17). In 722 BC, the northern tribes were
taken into exile by the Assyrians, after Israel actually
attacked her southern sister (2 Kings 16:1-5) to coax her
into a suicidal military alliance against the giant Meso-
potamian empire. Assyria resettled Israel with pagan
Gentiles, promoting an ethnic mixing of the people—a racial
observation that the southern Judeans would never let
northern Israel (aka, Samaria) forget. The final blow
occurred around 130 BC when the Maccabean priest, John
Hyrcanus, destroyed the Jewish temple in Samaria whilst
he was attacking the Greeks who had harshly ruled over all
of Palestine. So, there you have the short version of a
millennium of bitter hatred between Samaritans and Jews.

Jesus, taking the shortest walking route between Jerusalem
and Galilee, stopped near Jacob’s well along the way. He
was tired. And thirsty. It's a three-day walk, after all. Did he
plan to meet this particular woman at the well and offer
God’s gift of eternal life to her? We presently do not know.
What we do know is that Jesus stepped across not just one
social boundary, but three. The greatest, of course, was the
one between Jews and Samaritans. But Jesus crossed the
ethnic barrier. Secondly, a true rabbi would never meet with
a woman in public. It was scandalous. Nevertheless, the
gender barrier was boldly crossed. Finally, this woman had
a bad moral reputation. She had been married some five or
six times, and was currently living in a functionally adulter-
ous situation. Still, Jesus strode confidently past that moral
barrier in order to speak with her.

He engaged her fully, sharing the offer of eternal life,
utilizing the metaphor of living water in contrast to the
merely temporary thirst satisfaction coming from Jacob’s
well. But, John did not record this episode to illustrate
Jesus’ evangelistic techniques. The story is not about what
Jesus said, but about the person to whom he spoke.

We live in a divided world, and a divided nation. Things
seem to be getting worse. Maybe this current pandemic is
helping to change some of those things. But perhaps we
should simply follow Jesus’ example and cross some
boundaries as a demonstration of God’s boundless love!



