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% Here is your third OCBC Newsletter! We continue to offer this weekly
publication to help us stay connected during this time in which it is necessary, for
our very health, to stay apart. However, the church of Jesus Christ is not defined
by the church building...as important as that is to us. Nor is the church defined by
our regular worship service on Sunday morning...as precious as that also is to us.
The church is its people! The church is US! In that spirit, and celebrating that
biblical truth, we share a graphic that was noticed and passed along by Alice

B THE CHURCH ISN'TEMPTY.
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« Pandemic safe practices tip #3: Just because we cannot safely be in
physical contact with each other does not mean that we have lost all contact.
Biological viruses do not travel over the telephone or the internet. This is a great
time to reach out to and communicate with family members, old friends and even
nearby neighbors. Call to check up on people you care about. Send a text
message to let them know you’re thinking about them. Write a prayer specifically
designed for someone you love and post it on Facebook or in an email. The
pandemic is a powerful destructive force. But it is not nearly as powerful as words
of love and hope!

s Tell us your news items! Email Pastor Chapman or Bonnie Kohl with news or
prayer requests that you would like to share.

To lft wp in prager. ..

We are beginning to see more people
that we personally know who have
been infected with the coronavirus.
Pray for their recovery as well as for
the safety and strength of those who
are caring for them.

Kathy Hepner’s cousin, Regina
Owens, was infected and needed to
be ventilated. Now off ventilation,
she is still recovering in the ICU.

Alice Meadow’s long-time friend,
George Croom (member of the
Utica LEADS ministry) recently died
of coronavirus. His son, Darrell, has
been diagnosed with the infection.

Dorthy Hughes nephew’s father-in-
law, Henry, has been infected and is
ventilated in the hospital in critical
condition.

We have also been honored to include
an unspoken prayer request.

The OCBC Pastoral Search Commit-
tee, that they continue seek the
Holy Spirit’s guidance as they
continue their work in spite of the
task being made more difficult in
these days.




Seumanettes

by Rev. David Chapman
Interim Pastor

SERMON: “What does the resurrection have to do with
the rapture?” (Palm Sunday)
TEXT: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

As a high school student in the early 1970s, | was
subjected to the teaching of Hal Lindsey by my well-mean-
ing but badly misinformed Baptist youth directors. Lindsey,
as many of you know, made millions of dollars on a dozen
best-selling books (“The Late, Great Planet Earth,” et al)
about the “end times” and his doomsday prophecies.
Anyone doing the simple math suggested in those books—a
jumbled collection of biblical passages ripped out of their
contexts—could conclude that Lindsey expected Jesus to
return to earth in 1988. Well, that event apparently did not
happen. Yet another in a long series to be dutifully cast onto
the garbage heap of false predictions. But the effects of his
wildly popular teaching lingered on, even into today. Back in
the 1970s many of us were frightened by this interpretation.
We sensed the dilemma between believing what the Bible
supposedly said about the second coming of Jesus on the
one hand (would it happen in our lifetime?) and the faithful
planning of life on the other (College? Marriage? Career?
Home mortgage? Kids?). Everything was put on hold if Hal
Lindsey was correct.

At the very center of Lindsey’s schema was an event
that has been termed, “the rapture.” According to this
theology, Jesus’ second advent is actually three events: 1)
His partial return to “catch up” (i.e., “rapture”) all true
believers in the sky, leaving non-believers and nominal
Christians to suffer seven years of unspeakable horrors on
earth; 2) At the end of the seven years, Jesus will return
again to institute his millennial reign; 3) Following that time,
the Kingdom of Heaven will supposedly begin in earnest.

The first problem with such a bizarre view, of course, is
the absolutely irresponsible method of biblical interpretation
it employs. Nowhere in the Bible is such a complex scheme
about the future treated in a systematic way. The entire plot
is pieced together from completely unrelated Bible texts. In
fact, teaching about the “rapture” did not even appear on
the stage of historical theology until the 1820s. It was the
product of a wayward apocalyptic cult in England called the
“‘Plymouth Brethren,” who were led by a non-biblically-
trained lawyer named John Nelson Darby. Through a
coincidence of events, one of Darby's prized students,
named Charles Scofield, landed a publishing deal in the
U.S., and he produced a version of the King James Bible
with copious footnotes outlining Darby’s “rapture theology,”
a system called “dispensationalism.”

In the early 1900s, purchasers of the KJV Bible were
almost certain to read a copy that, unbeknownst to them,
included extensive notes of the full exposition of dispen-
sational theology and its doomsday “prophecies.” A few
schools—especially Dallas Theological Seminary—devoted
their entire educational philosophy to dispensational views.
Throughout the 20th century, this alarmist theological view-
point spread like wildfire. Televangelists discovered that
they could frighten people into giving more money to their

ministries if they preached warnings about Jesus’ second
coming and the “rapture.” Christian bookstore shelves were
flooded with dispensational books, even though their
alignment of newspaper headlines with obscure biblical
references never quite matched. Even Billy Graham got on
board the dispensational train. Tim LaHaye and Jerry
Jenkins eventually published sixteen volumes of their “Left
Behind” series beginning in 1995. The series is by far the
best-selling (at last count, 65 million copies) Christian books
of all time. The series was centered, of course, on that
enigmatic event called “the rapture.”

But the second serious problem with all this hyper-
ventilating about the “rapture” is that virtually nowhere, in all
its fantastic schemes, does it leave room for the New
Testament teaching about the blessed hope: the resurrec-
tion (cf. Acts 23:6; 1 Peter 1:3). Nearly everywhere | go in
the U.S., Christians speak far more about their hope in the
“rapture” than they do of their hope in the resurrection. The
primary text to which they point is in Paul’s first letter to the
Thessalonians. In chapter four, he addresses a question
that had deeply disturbed the Christians of that community.
They correctly anticipated the second advent of Jesus and
the consummation of God’s kingdom. But they worried that
those who had recently died were without access to that
kingdom. Paul wrote to quickly assure them. To paraphrase
Paul: “Don’t worry about your beloved who have died! God
will take good care of them. In fact, when Jesus returns,
they will be resurrected and will actually see Jesus before
we will see him. Then, after their resurrection, we who are
left will be ‘caught up’ [Greek = harpadzo, in its future
passive verb form] to meet them in the clouds.”

The usually sincere but wrong-headed believers who are
mesmerized by rapture theology are guilty of turning a very
minor theme into a major one. The so-called “rapture” is no
more than a footnote in God’s plans. To be even more
blunt, this “catching up” is simply God’s mop-up job after the
big event occurs...the resurrection of billions of people from
the dead. Paul could not have put it more plainly—first, the
resurrection, then, the “catching up” of those who happen to
remain alive at Christ's coming. There is no hocus pocus in
the New Testament. There is only plain teaching about the
one, ultimately important event, namely, the resurrection of
the dead. This grand event will occur at some unknown time
in the future. And the assurance that it will happen is sealed
by the prior resurrection of Jesus.

So, what does the resurrection have to do with the
rapture? Virtually nothing. That is because the so-called
“rapture” is not the key event of the future, nor is it the key
promise of the New Testament. | have often had opportunity
to tell other Christians when discussing the subject that |
refuse to believe in the rapture as it is popularly portrayed.
But | cannot say the same about the resurrection. To refuse
to believe in the resurrection is to deny the central teaching
that God raised Jesus from the dead. It is also to deny the
hope so often preached by Paul. It is also to reject one of
Jesus’ most high prophetic sayings: “l am the resurrection
and the life” (John 11:25). | feel quite sorry for those die-
hard dispensationalists who effectively twist Jesus’ claim to
be, “I am the rapture and the life.” But, thanks be to God!
The blessed hope is the resurrection, and nothing else. For
through it, God will demonstrate how he has defeated
death, forever! And through it, we who believe, though we
die, have entrance to God’s Kingdom!



BIBLE STUDY

TEXT: John 2:1-11 (The wedding at Cana)

As stated last week, John’s gospel is unique from the other
three gospels, and we readers of the N.T. are the richer for
it. There are some 30 narratives and discourses found only
in John. One of those unique stories occurs early in his
ministry. Jesus attended a wedding in the nearby Galilean
town of Cana. John wrote that he and his disciples had
“been invited,” and that his mother, Mary, was also there.

In that culture, the social obligations—which were even
legally binding—were for invited guests to contribute either
wine or food to the festivities. Jewish wedding receptions
lasted up to a week and many provisions were needed to
satisfy the guests (J.D.M. Derrett, Law in the New Testa-
ment, pgs. 228-46). Since Jesus and his disciples accepted
the wedding invitation, they were morally and legally
required to provide substantial contributions to the feast.
Jesus knew this going into the situation. For the evidence of
his knowledge of local and religious law is overwhelming.
(Refer to stories involving Jesus’ comments on Roman
taxes, temple taxes, tithes, laws concerning divorce and
adultery, and many others!)

Mary somehow became aware that the wine supply was
running low, and chose to pull her son aside to inform him.
The situation was getting serious. If wedding guests were to
become unhappy and leave the festivities, there would be
embarrassing social repercussions. But Jesus was a
mendicant preacher, and his disciples had given up their
jobs to follow him. Upon what financial means could they
draw to fulfill their obligations as invited guests?

The miracle—which John calls Jesus’ first “sign” [Greek =
sémeial—was actually done rather quietly. Six large clay
jars were filled with water, holding between 120 to 180
gallons...far more than enough! When the water-turned-to-
wine was served, the master of ceremonies was shocked
that better wine had been offered late in the proceedings.
(Obviously, guests under the influence would have been
less able to appreciate the finer wine.) But very few knew
what Jesus had done. Not the Bridegroom, who stood to
lose the most if the party became a failure. Not the steward,
who must have been utterly mystified. Only the servants
who filled the jars with water knew what had happened,
along with Jesus’ own disciples. John comments after the
episode, “...and his disciples believed in him.”

The disciples would need this kind of experience given what
they would endure. Upon their shoulders would stand the
obligation not to provide wine at weddings, but to be the
very first to spread the good news. Amidst the accusations
of apostasy, the threats of death, and the disbelief of
thousands, they would look back upon this one delightful
incident, courtesy of their master. If Jesus could effortlessly
provide much more wine than was needed at a wedding
feast, think of how abundant his provisions would be for the
banquet feast in the Kingdom. Think of how much power he
could summon to defeat the far greater problems of life.
Think of what a privilege it was to follow this Jesus!

| ATTENTION!
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An ABC-USA missionary, Ray Schellinger (known to OCBC
members from his visit in June, 2019) passed along this
description of what we’re dealing with. An acquaintance of
his who is a medical professional from Syracuse, NY, wrote
this in response to those who tend to diminish the threat of
the COVID-19 outbreak. We've offered an edited version of
his remarks, hoping it will be both instructive and motivating
in our difficult days...

“Let me introduce myself: | am a practicing ER doctor with a
B.S. degree in cellular and molecular biology and genetics,
and an M.S. degree in public health, in addition to my
degree as a physician.

“COVID is not a flu. Not even a little. Here are reasons why:

1. It is a separate species. It is no more like influenza than
you are like a hippo.

2. It is an airborne virus. Tiny droplets can stay in the air
for a full 2 hours. So if a person coughed in aisle 4 of a
Target store some 1.5 hours ago, they may have gone
home but their infectious ‘cloud’ is still hanging there just
waiting for you to walk by and take a breath. Influenza is not
an airborne virus. It is droplet-spread, meaning someone
has to directly sneeze on you to get you sick.

3. COVID is more virulent. Virulence factor is a measure of
how catchy something is. With it, a little goes a long way.
You need to breathe in a lot of flu particles to actually catch
the flu. With COVID, even a few particles are enough to
infect you.

4. COVID has a longer incubation than the flu. When you
catch the flu, you typically get sick in the next 1-2 days. This
means you stay at home while contagious because you feel
like garbage. COVID has a blissful 5-9 days of symptom-
free time during which you are well enough to head to the
movies, the gym or a store while you are contagious
enough to infect everyone you encounter.

5. COVID has a longer duration than the flu. The first 5-9
days are contagious but are without symptoms. Then this
turns into about a week of coughing and overall feeling
lousy. Week 2 is when things hit the fan and many people
have difficulty breathing, some ending up needing a
ventilator. Many stay ventilated for up to 15 days. Thus, 5
days incubating, then 7 mildly sick days, then 15 days on a
ventilator makes for 27 days of virus-spreading iliness. The
flu has an average incubation of 1-2 days and sick time of 7
days, for a total of 9 infectious days. In the world of deadly
viruses, COVID’s 18 extra days of contagion is huge.

6. COVID is more deadly than the flu. By a lot. The flu has
about a 0.2% mortality rate. By contrast, the death rate from
COVID is reportedly 2%, or, 10 times more than flu. More
worrisome is that age is a major factor in survival. About 9
out of every 200 adults over 30 that get this disease will die
from it. And its mortality rate increases with age so that up
to 15% over age 85 will likely die, if infected.

Bottom line...Covid-19 is much worse than influenzal!!



